--The Kona Twin Timbers turn the tables on the World Champ Erwin
Vervecken-Wicks Victorious in South Hampton, NY-Barry Wicks

Kona-yourkey.com Factory Cyclocross team riders
Barry Wicks and Ryan Trebon headed east to
Southampton, NY to do battle with some of the best
cross racers in the world including World Champion
Erwin Vervecken. Wicks and Trebon both laid down
inspirational rides and both became the first riders
to ever best the World Champion on US soil.

This is not Vervecken’s first foray to the US for
cyclocross but in the past he has not had to work
too hard come out victorious. Times have changed
and North American cyclocross riders are showing
they have the talent to compete on an international stage. Vervecken has
always shown true class and professionalism. For the Kona riders to get a
chance to compete against him on home turf and get the win too is a true
accomplishment.
Day One:
The selection of the lead group was made early in the race and as has
happened so many times before it was forced upon the field by Trebon’s
hard drive at the front from the gun. Only Vervecken, Johnson and Wicks
were able to stay with Trebon. “I like to make the selection early. No sense
towing around riders that aren’t going to be there at the end,” said Trebon.
Once the selection was made it was time for the Twin Timbers to do their
best to soften up the World Champ with some hard attacks. Vervecken
responded with a few of his own but the teamwork of Trebon and Wicks
would bring him back each time. The race played out in this fashion for
much of the race. Unfortunately, Trebon had some mechanicals with a

dropped chain and cracked wheel that forced him to burn precious energy
chasing back to the group.
Wicks was holding his own on the front group riding wheel to wheel with
Vervecken when Trebon dropped back with yet another mechanical. In a
show of determination and power Trebon put in a phenomenal effort to bring
back Wicks and Vervecken. “Barry has worked for me so many times, I was
stoked to be out there for him today. Yeah mechanical suck but my legs
were toast and I just wanted to do all I could to help Barry be there with
Erwin till the end,” said Trebon.
On the final lap it was down to just Wicks and Vervecken. Wicks had a small
gap with a half lap to go but Vervecken was able to bridge up before the
final sprint. “Ryan worked great for me today. I would have like to take the
win today but I led the sprint out too early and Erwin came around to take
the sprint by a wheel. It’s good for me to be out here racing for the win
though. With Ryan headed to Europe we want to win the US GP for the 4th
year in a row. Sprinting it out with the World Champ is the best practice for
sure….but the win would have been good too,” remarked Wicks. Trebon was
able to hold off a charge by Tim Johnson to finish 3rd.
Day Two:
The 2nd day was much like the first with the same group off the front trading
blows. But today it was pretty clear that Wicks had the best legs of the day.
“My legs were horrible. I haven’t felt that bad in a race in a long, long time,”
said Trebon. “It was all I could do to stay with Wicks and work for him again.
He’s been riding really well.”
Wicks was pushing the pace and the world champ and all the other
challengers to the limit. “I’ve been feeling really good lately. It just seems
like things are coming together for me at the right time. With Ryan and I
both going pretty well it makes it hard on the rest of the group,” said Wicks.
Vervecken couldn’t agree more and usually he has his Fidea strongmen to
help out. But he was solo this outing and on the final lap Wicks put in a big
attack and Vervecken and Wicks were bar to bar, wheel to wheel for the lead
when Vervecken’s derailleur snapped and Wicks soloed to the win.
“It’s a bit of a bummer to not have the race to the end but a win’s a win.
We’ve all had bad luck at times. Sometimes when you’re in the red zone you
do things you shouldn’t. I’m not sure how he lost the derailleur but it feels
great to beat the World Champ. It’s not like he was riding away from the
field, we were with him the whole way and contesting the race from the
gun,” said Wicks.

Trebon was able to dig deep enough to hold off a hard charging Jeremy
Powers and take 2nd place for the Kona-yourkey.com team. “I’m super
stoked for Barry and the Kona team. It just shows the benefit and
importance of a good teammate.” While Vervecken was disappointed to have
it end that way he showed his usual class. He faded to the background to let
Wicks and Trebon have their day in the sun. One thing is for sure, Trebon
and Wicks earned a large amount of respect from the Belgian on this
weekend. There will be no surprising him (or the rest of the field) from here
on out. The Twin Timbers and Trebon in particular as US National Champion
will be marked men.
While the Kona-yourkey.com men were in the US trading blows Wendy
Simms traveled to Edmonton, Alberta to attend the Jim Horner-Cyclocross
Gran Prix. Simms is looking to get some good miles in the legs, some hard
racing and to also show support for Kona Dealer, River City Cycles. She did
all that and more taking a commanding win. Only one rider could stay with
her for first few laps before she decided to throw down the power all the
way. Simms then soloed away for a convincing win.
Erik Tonkin was on hand to witness the yet another
record start to his hometown series the Portland
Cross Crusade. 2006 was a record year and yet here
in 2007 the first race saw and increase of over 30%
and the new record now stands at 1,078 racers...the
single largest single day turnout for a cyclocross race
in the world! Tonkin was locked in a great battle all
day long with Shannon Skerritt. But after riding his
fixed gear Kona Paddy Wagon to the event, racing it
in the single speed class with a huge gear of 42 X 17t
the gas just wasn’t quite the at the end and Tonkin
took 2nd place in the men’s A race.

Erik Tonkin
Up next for the Kona-yourkey.com team.
Ryan Trebon heads to Belgium to start the first leg of his European tour.
Barry Wicks and Erik Tonkin go to the Midwest to attend the
Middleton/Cincinnati Ohio Races
Wendy Simms comes back home to help promote Cross on the Rock #2 and
also to race.

Till next time,
Marko

Our Sponsors:
Kona, Jake & Dan, Your Key Mortgage, Stvenstad Dental, Big Agnes
Our Equipment:
Kona Custom butted Scandium frame with forged yoke
FSA K Force Light Handlebars, Stem, Seat post, Cranks, Orbit Xtreme Pro
Headset-K Force Light 480 Carbon Tubular Wheels
Alpha Q CX20 Carbon Cross Fork
Shimano Dura Ace Shifters, Derailleurs and chain.
KORE KROSS Cantilever brakes
Swiss Stop Pads
WTB Saddles
VERGE Clothing keeps us looking good
Honey Stinger provides fuel

